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Well good morning to you. Welcome to Providence, if you are a guest this morning we say a special welcome, 
maybe you’re in town visiting, or maybe you live here and are visiting, either way we’re grateful that you have 
come on this Sunday.

We are in John chapter 12, if you have your bibles I want to invite you to take those, and open to John chapter 
12. We also say welcome to maybe those that are live streaming that maybe are away for vacation, we pray 
you have a safe journey back home, and hello to you.

If you don’t have a bible, if you’re new to Christianity there’s some bibles under the chairs, you can take one 
of those, that’s a gift from us to you. If you’re exploring Christianity, and not sure how this works, we’re on 
page 898, eight hundred ninety eight in the bible under the chair, not your personal bible. Under the chair 
there, and then you’ll see a larger number 12, that’s chapter 12, and then we’re going to be reading from that 
... Verse one, down through verse 11 this morning.

I’m going to read through it, and again if you’re not sure what happens in places like this, we’re just going 
to read through it, and then we’re going to pray. We’re going to walk through it in hopes it walk through us, 
and learn more about God, and about Christ. Hopefully be transformed, even In this short hour that we 
have together by God’s word, and then we send you out to go tell everybody about him. And that’s what the 
morning looks like.

John chapter 12. Now before I read this text right? I’ve got to address the reality that this is going to be a little 
bit of an intense text. It’s weighty. We’ve been walking through John, and from chapter 12, to the end of the 
book 21, things slow way down. I think if John was with us this morning he would invite us to lean up off the 
edge of our seat, and lean in a little bit, and turn the head so we don’t miss anything that he says.

Not that we wanted to miss anything that he has said, but it’s going to slow way down, it’s going to be over all 
of these remaining chapters, really the final week of the life of Christ, right? And then you’ve got one of the 
most beautiful passages of devotion to Christ that we’ll read this morning.

In the middle of black Friday and cyber Monday, where it’s screaming at you, “Get these things,” and we’re 
going to see it in our text one who gave everything. In my own soul, maybe in your soul there’ll be tensions 
here, and we’ll pray in just a moment to ask God to remove those things, but I want you to get this picture, 
it’s slowing way down.

Passover, it’s six days before passover. Now passover was a yearly celebration of what God did for the people 
of Israel when they were in captivity in Egypt, right? There God raised up a man named Moses to go in and 
lead them out, but before he led them out there was a promise by God of the death angel coming into Egypt, 
to kill the first born of every home, unless there was blood by a lamb on the door, and on the door post, and 
if the death angel comes into Egypt and sees the blood, it passed over that door.
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That’s pretty significant, when you have millions probably, saved by that blood right? But they would cele-
brate that, every year. And how fitting is it, six days before passover, that the passover lamb is two miles away 
from Jerusalem. How fitting right? That God ordained the crushing of his son on a cross for our sin, and his 
blood to be spilled not to be saved physically, but to be saved spiritually in a sense, which includes physical, 
or new resurrected body.

How fitting six days before passover, that the lamb of God, the passover lamb is two miles away in Bethany. 
Has just done a miracle with Lazarus, and we read verses 1 through eleven. So read with me if you would, 
“Six days before the passover Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised 
from the dead. So they gave a dinner for him there, Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those reclin-
ing with them at the table. Mary therefore took a pound of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and 
anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair.

“The house was filled with the fragrance of perfume, but Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples who he was about 
to betray him said, “Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denari? And given to the poor?” He 
said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief and having charge of the money 
bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it.” And Jesus said, “Leave her alone, so that she may keep it 
for the day of my burial. The poor you always have with you, but you do not always have me. When the large 
crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus was there, they came not only on account of him, but also to see Lazarus, 
whom he had raised from the dead.

“So the chief priest made plans to put Lazarus to death as well, because on account of him many of the Jews 
were going away, and believing in Jesus.”

Let’s pray together. Father thank you for your church. Thank you for Providence. Thank you for those that 
have come through a week, maybe a good week with family, maybe a hard week with family, but father you’ve 
brought them to this point. And I pray that you would open the eyes of our hearts to see what this incredible 
devotion to you looks like, and may you work that deep in our hearts. We pray in Jesus name, amen.

Well extreme, or extravagant devotion, and dedication is seen, is it not? Not just by what someone gives lip 
service to, but what someone actually does, the action that they take. If someone wants to play in the NBA, 
but they never have devotion to the gym, it’s probably not going to happen. One particular man that I be-
lieve exemplifies what extreme, extravagant devotion looks like, driven not out of trying to receive love, but 
because he simply loves, was shown in a man named Dick Hoyt.

Dick Hoyt, he and his wife had a son named Rick, and he was born a quadriplegic, and could not walk at 
all, or use his arms. And Dick began to do races with him, these short races that turned into marathon races 
with him.
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And as he did this his son Rick always expressed to him through a computer, in the way they communicated, 
as he could at least express that. That he felt as if he wasn’t paralyzed, as his dad would carry him through 
these races.

I want to show you a couple of pictures of what this looks like. He would actually swim in triathlons, in iron 
mans, and he would pull his son in a boat, then he would carry him out, then he would take him and place 
him onto a bike, and do the part of the race like that with a bike, and then he would actually put him into a 
chair where he would run, and carry his son throughout all of these races.

What’s amazing is, Dick is now 73 years old, and he’s logged 1100 competitive races. 70 marathons with his 
son. 31 of them being the Boston marathon. He’s done 252 triathlons. Swimming, pulling his son. Biking 
with his son. And then running with his son. And of those triathlons he’s done six iron man competitions, 
which is about a two mile swim, 112 mile bike, and a 26 mile run. With his son.

I’m already exhausted. I can’t drive that far. Think about the value that Dick placed on doing this for his son. 
See it’s often measured, the value we place on something is often measured by not what we just give lip ser-
vice to, but actually what we do. Rick’s extreme devotion was evidence that he loved his son. He didn’t do this 
to earn his son’s love, he did this because he loved his son.

And how much more do you think for the redeemed, those who know the son of God, Jesus the Christ, 
should our devotion, should our extravagant devotion be displayed in the every day of life. I want to show 
you this morning, I want to show you four truths about Jesus, that will fuel faith, so we’re going after belief. 
We wan to continue to fuel belief, this is what John’s attempt from John 21 is, but also what would deepen 
our devotion to Jesus Christ.

There’s four truths. Here’s the first one, I want to walk through with you. The first one is this, is that Jesus 
celebrates with us in our joy. Jesus celebrates with us in our joy. I want you to see this, because it’s fascinating. 
A couple of weeks ago Brian walked us through where we saw that Jesus comforts us, right? In our pain, but 
he also celebrates with us in our joy.

Now let’s get the context. It’s a pretty amazing setting. Verse one says that, “They were there at Bethany, that 
they had come to a table,” right? Well this dinner table in a sense was in a home. Now John doesn’t mention 
this, but I want to bring your attention to Mark chapter 14, and Matthew chapter 26. Both of these texts also 
lay out this very story, but through the lens of those authors right? John has a particular way he wrote, par-
ticular intention the spirit led him for us to gather and grasp, but then Mark also recorded, and Matthew also 
recorded this same story, through their lens.
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A few things are different, a few things are similar, because they wanted us I think by the spirit to see certain 
things. I want to draw your attention to one quick think from those particular texts, without you having to 
flip there. It says very specifically, “They were at Simon the lepers house.” So let’s think about that for a mo-
ment. At this day in time, biblical times if you have leprosy, you’re not hosting a party, right?

Survey says Jesus had probably healed him, of this incredible disease, to the point he wanted to be in on 
this dinner celebration with Martha and Mary, because they’re throwing the dinner for Jesus, ultimately to 
celebrate that their brother Lazarus has just been raised from the dead. Pretty good reason to throw a party.

It’s at Simon the lepers house. You’ve got Martha right? Serving in verse two, this is the Martha Stewart of 
the middle east back in the day, right? She’s done some Pinterest look, she’s got the table cloth, she’s done the 
napkins, I mean it’s set up. It’s a party. It’s a celebration. And some writers and theologians are hard on Mar-
tha in the other text in Luke’s account, where she’s always serving and Mary’s at the fete of Jesus.

I believe in this particular text, she’s exercising her gift of hospitality. I don’t think there’s a critic, we need to 
be critical of her in this role, because she’s helping to host this celebration. And so she’s there at this party, 
and they are celebrating, and there is no dinner conversation that took place this week at your dinner tables 
that probably resembled this dinner conversation.

No, no, no listen, verse two tell us there is a particular person at the table reclining, named Lazarus, right? 
Now we’ve learned, we’ve learned the last couple of weeks, that he was dead, he was wrapped up, he was in the 
grave, there was weeping and mourning, that there was a funeral. We’ve had the funeral, and Jesus because 
he’s the son of God, he does what he does, he came and spoke and everything, all the blood started flowing 
again, the ligaments started functioning, muscles started working, and he came back from the dead.

And there’s this party with this guy at it. Now notice right? What John does. He draws our attention to Mar-
tha serving, and Lazarus being reclining at the table. Now if you go to a party right? Normally what you do, 
I mean it’s some celebration, it’s some hugs, it’s some hey’s, but all the disciples are there, probably some ex-
tended family are there, maybe like this week. I don’t know, maybe when you went into your family’s dinner 
celebration this week, you were trying to maybe find the bathroom, or maybe try to exit as quickly as you 
can. Or maybe you’re embracing everyone.

Maybe things are healthy, but it’s probably a lot going on right? And you’re giving some hugs, and if you’re at 
this particular dinner party, and you’re giving specific hugs and welcomes, and grabbing maybe an appetizer 
as Martha was serving, and you’re eyes catch the table, you’re not looking at the décor on the table, you’re 
looking who’s at the table, and at this particular table, Lazarus is reclining.
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As you’re there, you’re probably wanting to make your way to sit beside this brother, to engage him with 
some conversation. I mean, if you’re at this particular dinner party listen, at this particular dinner party and 
celebration, where in chapter 11 they’re trying to kill Jesus, and now he’s celebrating right? It’s not often you 
meet at a party someone who has done death. Right? It’s not often.

As you make your way, and he’s physically eating, and you are witnessing this listen, you don’t drop names 
at this party, to impress people. No. You don’t do that. You don’t try to one up Lazarus. He’s done death and 
he’s sitting at the table.

And I’m wondering if we could get to Lazarus, if we could sit beside him, if anyone at this particular par-
ty asked him, asked him specifically maybe a few questions. One like, “Lazarus, what was heaven like?” 
“Lazarus, what was it like, to come back? After going?” “Lazarus, who told you, you had to come back?” 
Could you imagine, this dinner conversation?

And Jesus is there. Calm, celebratory, Jesus is there. And quickly, if you didn’t know that Jesus had raised 
Lazarus from the dead, you’re eyes are going to go from the one who came back from the dead, to the one 
who raised him from the dead. Quickly, your eyes are going to shift to Christ. And what I love about this text 
Providence, listen in this morning, lean in this morning. What I love about this particular text, is that Jesus 
right? Some people think he’s a distant, unapproachable God who’s always mad at sin. And there was a point, 
and a time for that to be taking place, and that was the cross.

But Jesus is one, Jesus is one who yes is the sovereign lord, and the king of the universe who by the power 
of his word upholds the universe, but he’s also, he’s also the one who weeps when you weep. And he laughs, 
when you laugh. This is our sovereign savior. Jesus the Christ.

This the one who cries when you cry, and he laughs when you laugh. And listen, listen real quick. For the 
believer this morning, for those who are followers of Christ, there’s more laughter coming for those that are 
in Christ, than crying. Because Hebrews 12 says, “For the joy set before him, he endured the cross scorning 
it’s shame, and set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”

Oh listen, Jesus celebrates with us in our joy, and so let’s invite, listen let’s invite the presence of Christ to all 
our celebrations. Let’s invite the presence of Christ to all our celebrations. May we be marked as a people who 
are not always complaining, but are celebrating. And let’s invite his presence over these holidays, over these 
dinners that we have already established on the calender. May Jesus be the hero of the story, and the conver-
sation, because he desires to be there. He desires in the form of his spirit to be there, and so let’s invite him.
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The second truth I want to show you that fuels faith, and deepens devotion, is that Jesus changes our affec-
tions. Jesus changes our affection. Now let’s move to the table. Let’s move into this dinner celebration, and 
let’s witness as verse three explains to us, an incredible display of extreme, and extravagant devotion. Let’s 
move into the story, and see what’s taking place.

Now Mary, the brother of Lazarus, she has been affected by the savior. She has been touched by Christ. She’s 
been affected to the point of her heart expressing herself in action. She not only knows Christ as the one 
who’s raised her brother from the dead, but she also knows he’s the one who said to her sister, I’m sure they’ve 
had this conversation, that he promises, and he’s prophesied that he will raise us from the dead. He’s the res-
urrection, and the life, and that he will forgive sins, because he’s God.

Oh listen, listen. What is in her heart, what is in Mary’s heart, she doesn’t give lip service to, she gives action 
to. And the text says in verse three that, “It’s expensive ointment. It’s a years worth of wages.” And notice just 
quickly the contrast in verse three, and verse five between Mary and Judas. One is full of worship, and one is 
full of worry. One is full of awe, and one is full of anxiety.

Now watch this. Listen Providence. The one who is worshiping, has lost perspective of the value of what she 
is pouring out, because of the insurmountable value place on the one she’s pouring the ointment on. Namely 
the Christ. See listen, listen Providence a true encounter with Jesus doesn’t just patch things up, it changes 
your affections. So much so, that all you value is lost in comparison to the value you place on the savior.

She is wiping his feet, with her hair. With a full years wage, of ointment. This is laborious, for her. This is an 
act of love. Listen, listen providence. Endure with me. Listen, let’s do some theology really quick. Let’s un-
derstand something really quick. Her devotion to the savior is not to gain favor with him. Her devotion, and 
expression of this love toward him is because she’s been loved by the savior.

Let’s make sure we understand the gospel here this morning, that we’re not doing these extravagant things 
for, and to him so that he would do something for us. It’s because of what he’s done for us that we do this. We 
have to theologically get this in our hearts, that there’s nothing that you and I could do today to cause him to 
love us less, or more. He loves us fully in his expression of crushing his son on a cross in our place, and then 
raising him from the dead.

Our love, our acts of devotion toward him is done because of the greatest act that’s ever been done by the 
savior for us. Please, don’t get that reversed. This is the gospel that we in our sin could not earn, or merit our 
way to God. And God in his love, in his extravagant love, in his kindness Romans says, sent his son to live a 
life that you and I could not live, and die a death that we rightly deserve, and he sent his son to do this, and 
then he because there has to be a shedding of blood for forgiveness of sin.
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He, the son of God, the perfect one, the only perfect person on the planet, he dies a death that you and I de-
serve on a cross, was buried, and was raised from the dead. And when you place your faith, when you place 
your trust, and you commit your life to him, he stirs this type of affection. He saves you. He gives you hope, 
of eternal life.

Listen, Isaac Watts knew of this extreme devotion to Jesus, and his worth as he penned the last lines of this 
song, “When I survey the wondrous cross.” He says, “Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a pres-
ent far to small. Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.”

So watch this Providence, listen. His worth should capture all of our worship. And what I love about studying 
text like this, and going to Mark chapter 14, and Matthew chapter 26, and comparing the stories, and seeing 
in totality the gospel’s perspective on this particular story. What’s not recorded in John, but it’s recorded in 
both of those is incredible language, that what Jesus says, that she has done. This is the word’s he says. He 
says, “This is a beautiful thing that she’s done. This is a beautiful thing that she has done.”

Listen, let’s get real practical. Let me walk with you, let me try to shepard you through this, with real specifici-
ty. Sometimes we feel so overwhelmed that, “This type of extreme, extravagant devotion could only be shown 
if I sell the house and go be a missionary overseas somewhere.” Let me walk you through this.

God could call you to do that, you don’t ever limit God right? That’s a bad thing to do. Let me try to help 
you think through this, maybe in this way. I believe that Jesus changes our affections in such a way, that in 
the every day way we live, is beautiful to him. And so let me give you some examples. One is this, I believe 
when Jesus changes your affections, and then he can change your language, right? You go from maybe using 
profanity, to using words of encouragement, that’s beautiful to Jesus.

I believe when Jesus changes your affections, and you are entertained by things on a screen, that are repulsive 
to a holy and righteous God, and you choose to change the things that you’re entertained by, and amused by 
I believe that’s beautiful to Jesus.

When Jesus changes your affections, and you begin to treat your spouse a different way in humility, in love, 
in serving one another, I think that’s beautiful to Jesus. Listen, when Jesus changes how you date, I think it’s 
beautiful to him, that you would want to honor him, in the way you date. I’ve had the privilege in the last few 
weeks, experience one of the most beautiful dating relationships I’ve ever seen.

This particular man and women are in their 50s, one’s in their late 50s, one has never been married in their 
life. Anticipating a wedding day. Was injured, was injured really bad. Needing the assistance of her fiance to 
help her, having to move into the house, but not wanting to move into the house to give maybe a witness to 
Christ, to neighbors, to friends of them living together before they’re married.
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And so this particular couple wanting to honor God, being changed by their affections for God, on a Sunday 
a few weeks ago, not having time because of the injury, to plan a wedding went to my office, we grabbed two 
witnesses out of the lobby, and I married them in my office on the fifth floor.

He changes your affections. Will you be willing to give up a dream wedding day, so the husband can move in 
and help her, because she’s physically hurt. It was one of the most beautiful weddings I’ve ever done. It was 
in an old hotel room, right? It’s now my office for the bathroom. No flowers. No music. The presence of God. 
It was beautiful.

Listen, I believe Jesus changes how you spend your money. Your affections are changed, and so you Provi-
dence, he has done that. What you have done in vision 220, over these last two years in helping us as a church 
to strengthen our current ministry and staff. To increase leadership and sending capacity, and improve these 
facilities. I believe it’s been beautiful to Jesus, in how you’ve done that.

Listen moms, let me talk to you real quick moms. You moms of these small children, as Jesus changes your 
affections, he changes your perspective on parenting small children, doesn’t he? When you endure diapers, 
and laundry, and multiple meal planning, and then still have affections for your husband when he comes 
home. It’s beautiful, to Jesus. It’s beautiful, to Jesus.

Listen business men, when you handle these intense business deals with the upmost integrity, and he’s 
changed your affections, it’s beautiful to him. Listen, second Corinthians three says it like this, “And we all 
who with unveil faces contemplate, behold the lord’s glory. Are being transformed into his image with ever 
increasing glory, which comes from the lord who is the spirit.” Jesus changes your affections, as he changed 
Mary’s.

Let’s show our love, in way of application. Let’s show our love of Jesus by living our lives sacrificially for Jesus. 
Let’s show our love, by living for him. The third truth quickly, is Jesus confirms our sacrificial giving. Jesus 
confirms our sacrificial giving. Now notice what happens in verses four, to eight right? There’s this incredible, 
sharp contrast in the text from Mary’s devotion, and Judas’s deception, right? And what we learn is pretty 
amazing, because Mary doesn’t give any number, or value to what she’s pouring out, Judas does.

John’s quoting what he remembers from hearing about Judas, and Judas right? These are some of the first 
words out of his mouth, and he’s telling us, he’s telling them right? The value of the ointment. Guys it’s three 
hundred denari, it’s a years full salary. Look what we can do, right? He’s going to try to go down this self righ-
teous path of saying, “Well here’s what we could do with it.” When all along he probably wanted some of it, 
and what we learn about in that statement of what he says, and him giving the dollar value to it is this, is that 
it’s value is set by the man who knew the price of everything, but the value of nothing.
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This is what’s taking place, right? It’s value is set by the man who knew the price of everything, but the value 
of nothing. And then in the midst of this, they go with us, now we’re leaning in on the seat right? We’re at this 
dinner, we’re witnessing these things. Their silence, the room is full of the perfume smell that’s been poured 
out on the feet of Jesus. And then Judas bold enough to speak up in that moment of saying, “That’s off, that’s 
wrong, let’s take it and give it to the poor.”

A voice comes. A voice from Jesus himself and notice what he says in verse seven. In verse seven he says, 
“Leave her alone.” Listen, one commentary says this, in censoring Judas, silencing him in a sense. Jesus was 
not advocating neglect of the poor, he was highlighting the importance of the arrival of one of the most sig-
nificant events in the history of the world. His death, and resurrection.

And this pouring out was pointing to, and preparing him for the grave. Listen, Jesus confirms, he confirms 
sacrificial giving. He did it in Mark 12, when the lady brought two ... The poor widow brought two coins, and 
he calls his disciples, he’s always calling them, then he’s showing them. He’s calling them, he’s showing them. 
He says, “I want to tell you something, this poor widow has put more into the treasure than everybody else. 
They give out of their well, but she’s giving out of her poverty, she’s put in everything.”

Listen Providence, when your priority is to gain all the time, you question everything. But when it’s to glo-
rify God, you’re willing to give everything. And so this holiday season, let this verse serve us this morning. 
Luke 12. Watch out, he says, “Watch out, be on guard against all kinds of greed. Life does not consist in the 
abundance of possessions.”

Guard your heart. It’s a war term word there. Take vengeance and guard it. It’s coming after you. The black 
Friday ads, cyber Monday ads, it’s all coming, and so let’s cultivate in way of application. Generosity, let’s culti-
vate generosity by considering the greatness of Christ. Let’s cultivate generosity, by considering the greatness 
of Christ. Oh Jesus does these things doesn’t he? He confirms our sacrificial giving, right? He does change 
our affection, he celebrates with us, but notice fourth and we’ll finish. Is that Jesus continues to save many.

Now notice verses nine, through eleven. Notice the intensity of the text, “Many are coming to see a once dead 
man.” The text says this, this large crowd. Notice verse nine, “This large crowd is coming, to learn,” they’ve 
learned that Jesus was there, and also they came on account of him.

Not only him, but to see Lazarus, right? Crowds are coming, word is spreading, and notice verse 10. Verse 10 
says this, “The chief priest made plans to put Lazarus to death as well.” Now notice this. Right? I’m thinking 
of if I’m Lazarus I’m like, “Guys I’ve been there. I’ve just done that. I don’t want to do that again.” But this is 
what’s happening.
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When you want to follow Jesus, some in this word will want you dead. Listen, Providence listen. Today many 
around this world, on this globe, this planet we call earth will lose their life because they follow Jesus today. 
In hard places in the world.

And we probably aren’t truly ready to live with extravagant devotion to Jesus, if we aren’t willing to face him 
to death for Jesus. Paul says in Philippians one, he had been so radically changed by the gospel that he says, 
“I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage, so that now as 
always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me, to live is Christ, and to die 
is gain.”

He’s sharing that from a prison cell in Rome. Writing to the church at Philippi. Paul is always facing danger, 
and not because he’s arrogant, and prideful, because he’s humble. He’s trying to serve nations, he’s trying to 
serve them by bringing them the good news of Christ.

Oh listen, for the sake of ridicule or rejection are you and I willing to lay our life on the line for the glory of 
God, and the gospel God, to go to all nations? To get this good news to all nations, and introduce all people 
to Jesus and grow them up, and help plant churches, and get this great commission fulfilled in our lifetime, 
and see the king return?

It’s going to take some, I believe, not all. To have this extreme devotion that Mary had. Now listen, what’s 
fascinating about this because this text says in verse 11, I want you to see verse 11. Verse 11 says, “Because 
on account of him,” the chief priest made plans to put Lazarus to death verse 11 says, “Because on account of 
him, of Lazarus, many of the Jews were going away, and believing in Jesus.”

Notice it didn’t say some, it says many. Many of them, on account of Lazarus. Now this is a beautiful, beau-
tiful part of the text, right? Because the question is, for us on our account, on our account are many coming 
to know the savior. On our account, right? Are many coming to know the savior.

What if you and I in 2017 had the privilege, with intentionality, set out a course and a plan out of devotion, 
not duty. Out of devotion, to the savior, to introduce one person to Christ. Walk with them, love them, have 
them at your table, celebrating Jesus in dinner and good food. What would it look like Providence?

Oh listen, in close think about this fascinating text. As recorded, not in John, but Matthew 14, and Matthew 
... Matthew 26, and Mark 14. Jesus says, “Oh this expression of devotion, that Mary did.” He says, “I tell you 
wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told in memory of her.”
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Now two things are going on there. One is, that prophesy and promise from Jesus is being fulfilled today, 
because I just told you the story, which is pretty amazing. The second thing that’s happening, why would 
Jesus equate this story, in this sharing of the gospel, right? Imagine this, you’re sharing the gospel, and then 
the first bible study maybe you do, or at the end of sharing the gospel, you tell of this story of this women. 
Why would Jesus say that?

He didn’t equate this story with any other sharing of the gospel. I think he does it because of this, I think he’s 
trying to show what true discipleship looks like. True discipleship, true conversion, true conversion leads to 
a total commitment to king Jesus. It’s not Jesus plus something, no it’s an abandonment of everything to him, 
and this is why I think he says that this should be told. It’s a way of exemplifying an example for us of what a 
devoted life would look like.

He doesn’t want just your hands, and your head, or your feet he wants you. He wants all of you. This is what’s 
taking place. Oh listen, listen in way of application let’s live life on mission this Christmas. Let’s live life on 
mission this Christmas, and watch this, watch God bring many to know Christ.

Listen, Corinthians tells us that some plant the seed of the gospel. It’s agricultural terms here. Some water 
that seed right? But God gives the increase right? We have a small little garden in the backyard, and it’s real 
small, and it’s got some cucumbers, and tomatoes, and it’s fascinating.

Jules loves doing these garden things, and she’ll plant something, and then she’ll water something, and then 
we just look out the window and it appears. Tomatoes, the cucumbers right? God caused that to happen, and 
that’s what he’ll do in the hearts, and souls of men, and women, and boys, and girls.

When you’re faithful to share the good news of Christ, that seed’s planted, and then another brother or sister 
at work, or in the neighborhood, or family member [inaudible 00:43:20] God just works in mysterious ways. 
Then they come, and they speak into that, and that’s some water going on that seed, right?

God, God brings the increase. The text goes on to say, “So he who plants it, he who waters it is nothing, but 
God, it’s God who brings the increase.” He does it. And this Christmas season right folks? Folks are just 
opening to listen.

We were in Chapel Hill last week. My girl’s into volleyball so we go to some of the volleyball games, and we 
noticed a lot of folks didn’t need Jesus in Chapel Hill. So we’re over there right? And we go into one of the 
stores where they’re selling some cool shirts, they’re on sale and stuff. There’s nobody else in there, and it’s 
just the employee, which I’m thinking, “Okay can’t leave, so maybe I could engage in a conversation.”
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The girls are trying on a shirt in the dressing room, and Jesus says, Share. Do you believe this? Share it.” How 
do you transition? Lot of blue, skies blue, God, God. Big, come out of blue, and then Christmas. It’s Christ-
mas. Lights, music, “Hey man what are you doing this Christmas? Just chilling with the fam. Man can I tell 
you what I’m doing? Yeah man. Well I’m worshiping God because he made me and I’m a sinner, and he saved 
my by Jesus. Jesus came and lived a life I couldn’t live, and he was buried, he rose from the dead. He rose 
from the dead dude, that’s better than Carolina basketball, and he rose from the dead, and man I just want to 
encourage you with that. Thanks man. Alright man, merry Christmas.”

Plant a seed. God bring a water hose, this week. Lets pray. Father we love you. Thank you so much for your 
grace. Thank you for your kindness. Thank you for your mercy. Thank you for a family of faith called Provi-
dence. That you have raised up to be on mission with you, to love you, to be captivated by you and your love. 
God would you stir these truths in our heart. Cause us to endure another week in belief, in devotion. Not just 
giving lip service to the gospel, but action. How beautiful are the feet of those who go and take good news. 
God accomplish these things, we pray in Jesus name.
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